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Methods of 
Contacting Your 
Members of Congress 
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Working on Your Behalf: 

TAX TRKATMKNT OF NATIVE AMERICANS 

Congress needs to carefully examine the ability of Nativc- 
Amcricsui tribes lo sell such items as motor fuel, cigarettes and 
alcohol to non-Native Americans minus state imposed excise taxes. 
Gaps in federal law need to be closed to prevent this practice. 

CAPITA!. GAINS I s 1 A I K TAX REDUCTION 

PMAA believes that it is imperative to create a more fair and just 
tax rate system with regard to capital gains and estate taxes. 
Although Congress did enact some minor reductions in 199*7, 
PMAA members feel the reductions were minor at best. 

1.1 S. I. APP!*< M’Kl.Yl IONS INCREASE A- REFORM 
Congress should increase the annual appropriation from the 
federal Leaking Underground Storage Tank (L.U.S.T.) Fund until 
the entire fund is spent down (currently, there is over SI billion 
in the fund). Specifically, PMAA urges a minimum SI 00 million 
in FY’99 appropriations for the program. E.PA. should give 85% 
of those funds directly to the states. Congress should again enact 
legislation and allow those states greater flexibility to use the 
money where they deem appropriate within theL-U.S.T. program. 

MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES 

Congress should oppose any renewed efforts to increase the 
federal minimum wage. With Congress only recently passing a 
wage hike and now considering another, it makes hiring new 
people extremely costly. 

NATIONAL (>1 LI HAT RESEARCH ALLIANCE 
Congress should enact legislation to establish a check-off program 
for the oilheat industry - specifically, the National Oilheat 
Research Alliance (NORA). Congressman Jim Greenwood (R- 
PA) has introduced H.R. 3610 to accomplish this goal. 

OIL 11 FAT RESEARCH AM) DEVELOPMENT 
Congress should appropriate $1 million For Fiscal Year 1998 for 
oil heat research and development- This Program's research is 
designed to improve the efficiency of equipment for the 12 million 
consumers who currently rely on oil heat. 

S UP EK FU N1) RLEORAI 

Congress should enact a Superfund reform bill as soon as possible. 
Although some changes made to the Superfund law in the 105' 1 ’ 
Congress provide lenders with more clarity and certainty, 
Superfund reform should include comprehensive liability reform 
of the entire Sitperfund program including either a full or partial 
repeal of retroactive liability. 

TRANSPORTATION! ISSUES AFFECTING MARKETERS IN THE 
CONTEXT Ol ISTEA,1IMTA 

The House and Senate have approved highway reaiirhori?.ation 
legislation (the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
- ISTEA) which would fund federal highway and transit projects 
by over $218 billion. 
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PMAA Wants You to 


Help Fight Congress 
on the Proposed 
Tobacco Legislation! 

The Senate Commerce Committee 
has approved legislation which 
would be very harmful to both 
retailers and consumers of tobacco 
products. 

In an ongoing effort to ensure that 
retailer concerns are heard, PMAA 
encourages you to detach the 
postcard mailings in this brochure. 
Fill out the necessary information 
and mail it to your Senators and 
Representative as soon as possible 
(PMAA will receive the other 
portion of the postcard for our 
records and follow-up). 

Congress has lost its original focus 
of mitigating youth smoking and is 
now clearly trying to pass a revenue¬ 
raising bill that will have very little 
impact on youth smoking, if any. 

It’s Your Move! 

It is imperative that Congress hear 
from you NOW on this critical issue. 




Mean Fewer Sales 
Igjsladon could increase the 


^^packPot cigarettes by as much as 
rapaeKf^vectlie next five years - driving the 
Joral cost to nearly $5.00 per pack. Leading industry 
fSnalvsts estimate that this increase will result in a 46% 
‘decline on overall sales. Additionally, other product 
|||isales will decline due to .the decrease of business at 
retail outlets. 


Fewer Sales Mean Lost Jobs 
The proposed legislation could result in the 
loss of thousands of jobs including 
important entry-level jobs and economic hardship for 
coinmnniti.es; businesses; and farmers alike. 


k ^ Deluge of Black Market Sales 

t The proposed legislation will add 
r A; tremendously to the black market 
’-popularity of tobacco products. Not only will 
IjT ; consumers get the product cheaper by buying product 
through the black market, but illegitimate businesses 
will find a huge profit in’selling the product illegally, 
A free of federal and state taxes. Legitimate businesses 
*Slwould not only suffer from the legislation, but also, 
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k £ Unconstitutional 

t Restrictions 

r A, Retail stores that admit minotiS 

forbidden from displaying any tobacco adye^ 
except in a generic, black and white, text-bnlv fora 

► , Dangerous Precedent to Set Witt 

5 Reeard to Other Products ■ 

A Bv allowing the government to impose’; 
unreasonable restrictions on a legal product, simply 
because that product is politically unpopular opens 
the door for the further restriction of all products sold 
by retailers. IF the government is allowed to impose- 
sweeping restrictions on tobacco sales, the door would 
be opened for future restrictions on other controversial 
products including beer. Will it stop there or will it 
extend to candy, over-the-counter drugsor fatty foods. 

^ Threat to Employees of Convenience 
Stores/Gas Stations and Tobacco Truck 
Delivery Drivers 
By creating a number of obstacles to the purchase of 
tobacco produces, as well as an exorbitant tax on they 
product. Congress will be putting employees bfj 
retailers and tobacco truck delivery drivers at further^-." 
risV of robbery. Those consumers not willing to pro^jd^g 
proper identification or pay additional money 
product will resort to illegal tactics to access;^ 
products. Inventory at stores may approach 
an open invitation to lobbcis. • ! 'M -3 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/sqgyOOOO 















